CAUSES OF THE WAR
IN the Air Ministry, Balbo had been showing
me the whole of his realm, literally from the
cellar, where (as in the case of a great steamship)
the working parts of the big machine were in-
stalled; to the roof on which the officials played
tennis in the evening. The passion for construc-
tive enterprise which to-day has mastered even
the Italian youth, is here intertwined with their
inborn feeling for beauty. This building, the
latest and the finest in the country, an edifice
of which they are all proud, is half Russian, half
American. In Moscow, I saw a couple of thousand
persons feeding together as practically, as quickly,
and as hygiemcally as here, where the luncheon
half-hour was rendered agreeable with music, and
where the walls were adorned with caricatures
of the air service. But in Moscow there had been
three classes of meals, at different prices, whereas
in Rome all the members of the staff, from the
ministers of State down to the youngest of the
secretaries, sat down together to eat the same
food, though they paid a sum ranging from two
to seven lire proportional to their respective
salaries, Balbo was prouder of the pneumatic
system, by means of which he was able to send
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